exist close to the molecular surface, and they are most sensitive to various proteolytic enzymes.
During the blood coagulation process, thrombin first attacks the N terminus of the fibrinogen molecule, specifically between arginine and glycine. With thrombin, fibrinopeptide A (consisting of 16 amino 
Fibrinogen degradation by plasmin
Fibrinogen is degraded by plasmin, a proteolytic enzyme, to form various fibrinogen degradation products (FDP) (Fig. 2) fibrinogen or 10u/ml urokinase (Green Cross Co.). 
Properties of fragment A
The molecular weight of purified fragment A was obtained to be approximately 22,500 by 7.5% SDS-PAGE, using the known protein molecules such as fibrinogen, IgG, bovine albumin, trypsin, cytochrome c and bovine hemoglobin (Fig. 4) A fragment A solution of 3mg/ml was injected repeatedly into 6 rabbits with complete Freund's adjuvant, and the specific anti-fragment A was Fig. 4 . Estimation of the molecular weight of fragment A by SDS-PAGE (7.5% gel). The black dott indicates the fragment A. As shown in Table 4 and Fig. 6 
